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Location:

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SUBVEY HABS No. SC-259

"MARSHLANDS! - JCHN BALL HOUSE

On grounds of College of Charleston iMarine Biclogical
Laboratvries, Fort Johnson (south shore of Charlesion
Bay, approximately 4.1 miles east of Sitaie Rouie
#171), Charleston Vieinity, Charleston Couniy,

South Csrolina.,

Present, {wner: College of Charleston, Charlesion, South Carcliina,

Present Occupant: Unoccupied.

Present Use:

Not In use, pending restoration.

Brief Staltement A fine rice-planistion house wilh elaborate and
of Significancea: refined architectural details.

EART 1., HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

]--

Original and subsequent owners: Built for John Ball,
later acquired by Nathaniel Heyward, who devised 14 1o
his daughter, Elizabetn. Later acoulred oy the Unilted
States Covernment, as pert of the Navy Yard st Charleston.
[Harricite Kershaw Leiding, Historic Houses of South

Carviina (Pniladeiphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1921),

pp. 18-12} Acquired in 15961 by the College of Charleston
and moved to the present site. [News and Couwrier,
Charleston, Scuith Carolina, December 11, 1961]

Dale of erecticn: 1810 {Ledding, cp. cit., p. 18]

Hotes an alieretions end additions: Bathrooms wers
installed In the first snd second Qtorve . and cne room
was divided ‘o provide a kitchen in the [dirst story.

These alteratlons appear o have been mede during the
present century, when the building was used as a residence
of officers of the U. 5. Navy.

In 1951 the {irst and second floors were removed Irom
their high vagement story and moved. The basementi was
demolished. As of this date ihe house remains jacked up,
and the reclaimed bricks from the vasement are stored at

6 Glebe Street, Charlesion, South Carolina. The two brick
ehimmeys were taken oul before the house was moved.

The originel locaiion of the house, before being moved to
the present site gt Forl Johnson, was on the west bank of
the Cooper River, seven miles nortn of Charleston.



FAABHLANISY — JOHN BALL HGUS
FHAEE No. 5C-259 (Iape 2)

L. Tmportant 0ld Views: :+ormv, Simeons and Laphnn,
Flontations of the Carelina low Scurdry (Crarlezion:
Carolina Art ‘issccistion, 1938y, pp. 204-207, sives
several vhotographs of this Iousze before il was moved.
Cf particular interest sre Lwo views oy Jenjemin J.
luteken which show the south side (main front) and
north side of the bullding on its original site, be-
fore the basement was demolished.

SACEITECTURAL IV GILIATION

Ceneral Ztatoement:

1. Architectural character: An example of lavish and ex-~
cellently executed zouge work and mere conventicnal Adam
style enrichment, in rooms of ample scels and fire vro-
portions, well preserved in their origzinal state,

2, Copdition of fabric: At present this scoructure 1s awaiting
s permanent foundation, There are some cracks in the nlaster,
due partly to moving and partly to remcval of chimneys and
mantzls nefore moving (the mantels are in the rooms but have

not yet beaen re-installed)., Paint is peeling in ploces,
Some ornamental plaster is damaged but ifts condition is

generally good. Wood trim 1s generally in excellent con-
dition except that repeated laysrs of paint have obscured

corners and edges considerably, Flouring is in a con-

dition virtually as good 4s new. The frame appears to be

in excellent condition.

4]

Technical Heseription of kxterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: About 58' x 61', 2} stories
(formerly over a high basement story), The house now
faces morth, although its original orientatiorn was to
the south,

2. Fourdations: Originally of brick--—now demclished

3. Wall construction: Framing with studs abtout 4% x 4",
clapooards nailed direct to studding; heavy timber sill
and girts, Framing is of longleaf yellow pine, Clap-
boards arc of cypress, 5i" exposure, with moulded lower
adge, The inside is coversd with split lath and lime
plaster.



anodnte esting delail of the 5iil corstruction was described by
Hre L, s, Ohitwood, Jr., the contractor whio moved the bullding,
along the tor of the brick will was rlaced 2 Lhin wooden plate,
acout 13" thick, above this were Izid small wool strips, sopaced
two fzet a rt, weross the viate; the beavy fimber si1l was laid
ovir thesac Shrir(, leaving weptilating snaces so that alr could
circulate aroursi § e innsrmosih cortion of iLu brﬁck
nll owas carried un ootweon Plocr Jol

ha z211d,

- iy rovever, to
SRS vorwls frov getting urder the flooprs: Tha
B rest o bLhe 5331, as s custorary then, /0 L
itk e A, Shitwood, Jr., Chirleston, 5. C., 14, 198z, /

hoterchss:  weress the mzin front (originally the south, now the

nortnd is 2 cne-story woouden porch of sever vuys with slender
Uoric columms. It has an interior cornice with modillions and
dentils, a plain frieze, and mn architrave with a carved guil-
leche band along it, ?!e extarior poreh entsbplubure hag 5-
ghnped modiltions and wentils in the cormlices, a plain fricze
argl 4 moulded architrave, There is a simplu *JLllH%. The
porch has buen scr=ened, apparently in fairiy recent ye s,
This corch was foraarly anproached by a straight flight of
stone stairs, supperted on oprick arches, with a simple wooden
railing on each side, the steaire being located on axis (now
demolished).

4t the cenber of the reapr front {originally the north, now the
= l)f 3

south) is a smull wooden entrance porch at the first floor level.
It has slender doric colummns at the corrers carrving a simple
lintel at the sides; it has a segmental arch at the front, which

is continued by the rorch eeiling. TFormwerly this rorch hda on
3 wbrick base, with a stairway {(now demolished, similar to that
of the front porch, Ther= is a simple railing.

5.Chimneys:  Formerly thera wers two large brick chimney stacks,
0w removed (for location see plan descripiion, balow}

A, Joorwavs and coors: Iwo entrances, o ltO uimilar, are lo-
cated on sxds ol ULrke maln and rear fr it Thy ong row lo-
cabed on Lhe rorth (formerly south) has a six—panel deor,
roaded pilasters with bell capitals, architrave and fricze
ducorated with gouse work, and = coraice with modlliions and
ornsbe dentils. There is a rectangulsr transom light with
a sunbursh webily side L5 have double hung sash with a
wooid panel below, wach sa with wood muntins in the form
of an inverted ogen arch inLbsrsecbing #n uprignt ozee arch.
The resr doorwsy is simpler on the exterior. Hoth have doors
3!__[_(_}%!! % 7r__5_"_u x 1 3/14;141




s are double hng, nine
formerly with louvrsi shubters
ior teim is a moulded archi-

ailil.,

"

&, Znape, covering: Ure ~ich poriign of the house has
a hip rool; the asin voreh and low rertion of bthe
house hzve nip roofs, 11 arco coversad with sneut
metal, stinding seams, Fitch o the mailn roof ig 87

a

Vﬁrt1ﬁsllj to 12" horizontatiy.

b, framinos:  Aaftzrs are about 3% x 7%, 24" on centers,
resting on a heavy timber plats stout 4" deep. Sheathin
poards ars about & wide,

¢, Cornles: wooden cornica with medillicns, This also ex-—
tends alonz the rake of the front gable, bubt is merely
vlacad above the house cornice at the gable--mouldings
are not split as a trus pediment would be treated, A~
reund the main roof is a concealed metal gutier.

Dormers: Thers are two nipped dormers on the nmain front,
an¢ one at each end, with 6/6 douvls hung sash. At the
center of the main front is a sahle with semi-circular
window. a4t the center of the rear front is & larger
hivped dormer, whlch lights tne stair hall, with a triple
window of Falladian shape, but without pilasters or en-
tablature,

[

Technical Uescrintion of Interiors:
1. Floor plans:

a, Frst floor: Central hell with twe rooms on each side,
The hall is divided into a front portion, containing the
stairway, and a smallier rear portion. The front rooms
are about souare, nd are deeper than the resr roois,
Between the front and rear rcoms, on each side, is &
space for the c”imrevs, with a passage bebween rooms
along the outer walls and a closet next to the hall par-
titions.

The left rear room ras been divited in modern times into
a kitchen, osathroom, znd pantry. the rear vortion is one

sbory 1n height.

Ceiling height is aprroximately 137-3%,
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b, Jecond floor: Central hall with one room on each side.
There is an alcove, with window, on each side of the
chimney space, ©Ceiling height is approx. 11'-9", Two
modern bathrooms have been built into the front part of
the hall.

ce Attic: Two finished rooms under the roof slope, one on
each side of a centrzl hall,

Stairway:

a, ¥irst floor: 26 risers, two landings; lower flight is
the longest. Open string. Brackebs with scrolls under
projecting treads, Two balusters to sach tread are
straight, rectangular in section 3/4" x 1 1/16"; &
simple meulded handrail forms a spiral at the newel,

A wooden wainscot, paneled with narrow applied mouldings,
carries up above the wall string, with a moulding cor-

1,

responding to the handrail at the top, There is moulded
wood paneling under the outer string of the lower flisht.

b, Second floor: Two approximately equal flights, one
landing, 23 risers. Design is generally comparable to
first floor stair,

Flooring:

Flooring is single, 1" thick tongue and grooved

longleaf yellow pine boards varying from 34" to 5" in width,
Finish is natural.

#all and ceiling finish: Flastered and painted througnout.

Interior trim:

a., First floor:

(1}

Drawing room at the right front: Wooden tris of
doorways and windows is similar. Thers are two win -
dows on eacl outer wall, one doorwdy to the hall, and
one on e:sch side of the fireplace, An architrave with
two fascias carries around the opening; the outer fas-
cia 15 decorated with gouge work alternating with
plain areas, Qutside of this architrave is a pilaster
at each Jjamb , on a plinth, with base mouldings, reeded
colonnette in a panel, and Corinthianesque capitals,
These pilasters carry a full entablature, which breaks
out over the pilasters, The architrave has a single
fascia decorated with gouge work fluting. The frieze
has a slightly projecting center panel; the whole is
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decorated with elaborate gouge work employing fan
motifs. In the coruice are ornate dentils and mo-
dillions; between the fascla and the corona is a
narrow band with gouge marks giving the effect of
beading. Joors have 6 panels, moulded, with narrow
meuldings arplied near the edges of the panels.,

The wooden firevlace trim has a background plane pro-
jecting slightly from the wall, on which are planted
pilasters siwilar to those on the door trim but smaller
in scale, and pansled with a wheat-ear-drops motive

in low relief, The entablature breaks out over the
pilasters and returns against the wall around the cor-
ners of the backEround pilane. The architrave has two
fascias ornamented with gouse work and a carved egg
and dart mouiding at the top. The frieze has a pro-
jecting center panel ornamented in relief with re-
clining figures in an informally balanced rinceau
motive. On either side of this is a swag. The blocks
over the pilasters contain putti--one on each, In

the cornice are ornate dentlls, and & narrow carved
rove moulding above them.

The wooden wainscot has panels similar to those of
the doors; the plinth and base mouldings continue
those of the door and window ftrim. The dado rail

is ornamented with paterae and fluting in gouge work.

A plaster ceornice extends around the room, cornsisting
of three ornamental bands separated by mouldings. The
lower band has a row of upright acanthus leaves, the
middle band a row of similar smaller acanthus leaves~-—
in full relief, The uprer band containg a flatiened
helical ribbon and fleoral motive, in low relief.

floom at the Jeft front: The wainscoting, dcors and
mantel are quite similar to those in the drawing room,
Door and window openings have wooden architrave trim,
reeded. The rcom cornice is moulded plaster,

Stair hall: Door opernings have moulded architrave
trim of wood, A plaster cornice extends around the
front porticn to the stair well, containing orna-
mental modillions with aecanthus leaves, alternating
with rosettes, The frieze is ornamented in relief
with swags and floral motifs, On the ceiling nesr
the front 1s an ornamental plaster circle with swags
of a type commonly found ir Adam interiors.
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C.
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(4) Right rear room: There is a plaster cornice with

(5)

plain mouldings, a wooden mantel with Doric pilas-
ters, with dentils in the mantel cornice and diag-
onal reeding on the architrave. Doors and windows
have architrave trim. The paneled wooden wainscot
has & dado regil with disgonal reeding.

Left rear room: This appears to have been similar
to the right rear room, except for vertical reed-
ing along the dado raeil, but has suffered from
medern alterations.

Second floor:

(1) Right room: Doors and windows have wood archi-

(2)

trave trim, with mouldings; doors are gix-panel.
The mentel has & background plana similar to those
deseribed sbove; pllasters have two reeded verti-
cal panels, with upright elliptical paterae in the
neck gbove tham avbstituting for a capital. The
architrave has two fascias, with s carved guilloche
band along the upper ome, The frieze is decorated
with elaborate gouge work in circles, semicircles
and ellipses, as wall as the spandrels batween
them, all treated with fan-like motifs., The archi-
trave and frieze break over the pilasters, and

the cornice breaks over the center panel in the
frieze as well. The cornice has ornate dentils.

Thers is & wond paneled wainscot with a swag
motive executéd in gouge work along tha dado
rgil. The dalicate wooden cornice around tha
room has modillions with elliptical paterae on
the soffits and ornate dentils; om the frieze
is a swag motive in gouge work.

Ieft room: Thig iz generally similar to the

right room but with simpler detailing. The

wood cormice has plain mouldings, dentils, and
gouge work frieze. The mantel has reeded pilasters,
with a patéers over each and one in the central
frieze block,

Attic: There is a simple wooden base board and
gimple trim around openings. Doors are board and
batten.



MEARSHLANDS" — JOHN BALL HOUSE
HABS No. 350-259 (Fage 8)

Hardware: Doors throughout are hung on two cast iren butts
and nave cast iron box locks, of two sizes. Cne of the
locks, in the right room on the second floor, has the name
THRAMFCUDY on the casting. Some doorknobs are ceramic,
others apuear to be iron. 3ome sash have small cast iron
locks on the moeting rail, orobably net original,

Utilities: DMNodern electric lighting and steam heating
radiators are in evidence; the original heating was presum-
ably by the fireplaces,

Prepared by Harley J. McKee
Architect, N. F. 3.
July, 1942




